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HAD HIS NERVES BHAKEN,

Vietim of the Joke Probably Headed
Stralght for a Drag Btore,

I saw a young mau light n Hunga-
ylan elgar the other evening and throw
himself back In a chalr to enjoy the
smoke and conversation, says n writer
in the New York Herald. The Hun-
gurlan clgar Is something llke o Plits-
burg toby, only It Is twice aa long on
the .ttaburg artlele, and before you
get through with it Is also twice ns
strong. The young man was more in-
terested In the conversation than In
tho cigar, apparently, for he lald the
Iatter down on the edge of the table a
moment as he talked. The waggish
gentleman next to him slyly took the
vigar and cut off ahout three Inches of
the fire and bogan to smoke It, replac.
Ing the body of the weed. When the
young man got through with his story,
a¢ which all the rest Inughed extrava:
gantly, he plcked up the clgar ngain
nod pulled at it Ils face wore o puz-
gled look as he glanced at the end and
snw It had apparently never been light
ed. But be struck a mateh and Nghted
It agnin. After n fow pulls he lald it
down to answer the pleasantries,
whereupon the man on the other side
drew his knlfe and neatly cut the fire
end off and dropped It In the cuspldor.
Thoe expression on the face of the story-
teller when he pleked up that elgar and
ngain essayed to smoke was something
too funny to describe. e gave two or
three vigorous pulls at it, then stopped
and looked at the fresh end, while the
other fellows wero Interested In almost
anything else at the moment. As soon
ns tho wonld-be smoker saw that his
clgar had not been lighted he turned n
Httle pale, shoved his unemptiod glass
aside, and with a hasty apology and a
rtory of an alleged forgotten engage-
ment, bolted for the street, nmld the
demonlacal glee of the cruel men left
behind, Thus doth consclence make
cowards of us all,

By Contract.
Every one who has visited Paris Is
famillar with the Duval restanrants,
origlonlly establishied by n poor trades-
man, whose fortune they mnde, They
combine spacious accommodation, wer-
vice and attendance, scrupulous clean-
line=3, and high-class cooking, with pri-
ces so moderate as will appear to the
stranger at once a revelation and a god-
spend, and also a varled and tempting
menu for the day. The Paris Duvals
are ruh on strictly commercial lines,
and, notwithstanding the low prices,
they pay.handsome dividends. They
are made to pay by the rigid economy
of the administration, but more espe.
clally of the cooking, which Is conduct-
ed on scigntifle principles, so that there
is no waste either In the bulk of the
raw materinl or the nutriment of the
cooked viands, They are patronized by
all classes, for while the prices are
within the reach of those with any sort
of Income nt all, the elegance and com-
fort of the salons and the appointments,
the excellent service and smart attond-
ance, make them aceeptable even to ithe
aflluent. Bo successful have they prov-
ed that n company Is belng formed In
London for the purpose of establishing
similar ones In that great clty, Nor
does the scheme end here; there are 1n
be huge centrnl depots for the retall
vending of provisions and comestibles
of all kinds, The company, In fact, will
be a public eaterer and purveyor on the
most extensive scale, undertnking to
supply to the customer's own house
anything from a single meal to the en-
tire living of the houschold, all the year
round. A standing contract can be
made with the company to send In dally
brenkfast, dinner, tea, and supper, or
any one or more of the meals, cooked,
hot, and ready to be put in the mouth,
the company supplying, If desived, all
the appolntments and even the attend-
ance, For servants are to be part of
thelr business a8 well, nud cooks, house-
malds, parlor-malds, ote,, will be let out
by day, week, month, ete. The entire
cares of housekeeping, In fact, will be
andertnken by the company, and life Is
to become an ldeal exlstence to those
who unreservedly plnce themselves in
the company's hands at n contract
price, which Is to be extremely moder-
ate. Whnt o boon such o sehictne woukd
be In Amerlea! A fortune awalts the
men who are energetle enough to earry
it through,

Destruction of Foresta,

she ax and the toreh are formidable
foes to the forest, but searcely more so
than the beetle and grub. They wmay
not make the sensation enused by u
forest oonflagration. nor do they endan-
ger life; yet the report of the United
States Entomologienl  Commission
ghows that they destroy annually many
million dollars’ worth of valuable trees
and lumber, There is a difference In the
Labits and methods of these Insects,
some attacking only dead woods or
stumps. The sap wood alone ls per-
forated by certain specles, while others
plerce the sound heart of the tree, Mi-
nute perforntions called “pin holes” are
often found in otherwise sound onk and
chestnut wood, which nre a serlons In-
jury to square timbers, planks, staves
and headings. These are made by lar-
vae armed with horny gonges, tho
young of cortain winged beetles,  They
ploree through to the heart wood, while
other kinds stop in the sap wood,, The
latter are usually the adults, however,
instend of the young, tho tiny beetles
purrowlng nests, or even extensive gal-
lerles, for the purpose of depositing
thelr oggs. The brood remalns Impris-
oned till matured, when It emerges to
repeat the work of destructlon on new
materlal. How great that destructlve
work Is In the nggregate It Is lmpossible
now to say, owing to our meager knowl-
edge of fucts, By some the deprecinted
value of the nnnual lumber output Is
estimated at fully Afty per cont,
Thoughtful people might feel alarmed
at this were it not that by simple and
comparatively Inexpensive measures,
o large per cent. of this immense loss
ecan be provented. Experiments are
belng made as to the Introduction of
friendly parasites that shall rid our
woods of hestlle Insects, Buggestions
have been offered ns to ateaming the
Infested timber, and other direct modes
of attnck, Among other methods under
conslderation is the fostering and mul-
tiplication of friendly birds that are
known to feed on the hostile Insects,
Theso allles are especlally valuable In
warding off those forest pests that are
known to attack growing trees. No one
can doubt that the woodpeckers, for
Instance, obtain a large share of their
food from the insect woeld. The birds
are undoubtedly among our best friends

& lusect destroyers, Thel mission o

the sconomy of nature In to thin the
ranks of a vast army which, without
thelr ald, we should be overwhelmed,
and our forests would be hopeleasly
ruined,

Weather Prophets.

The Incredulity of the general publle
with regard to wenther predictions
which are scientiiceally made-belng
based on actual observatlons over o
great extent of country, transmitted
by telegraph—and the common ereduls
fty as to almanac predictions and those

 made by charlatans and Ignorant per-

sons from the stars or the moon, sug:
gest that, from a mercenary point eof
view, the “nlmanac prophets” may ba
Justified In sticking to thelr “system."

Bome Idea of what this “aystom” 14
may be gathered from the private con-
feeslon made by & man whose duty It
was to prepare the wenther prognostl
cntlons for a certaln almanae of wide
circulation. “In a general way,"” he
sald, “I always usnd to consult my wife
n& to what she thought the weather
ought to be at a certain date.

“idixteenth of March-sixteenth of
Mareh, I snld to her once; *what shall
I put down for that day ¥

“‘Dry and clear,’ she answered
promptly. “I'hat's the day I always
boil my soap-grease, and 1 shall have
to be outdoors.’

“So [ put down “dry and clear;’ but
knowing the uncertainty of the weath-
¢F at that time of year, and remember-
ing the proverbial Il luck of Irlshmen
on thelr holidays, I put down for the
soventeonth of March, ‘St. Patrick's
dny, look out for ranin or snow," "

The prognosticntor always went to
Doston on the first Monday in each
month, and he invariably put down
grod wenther for that day. During
June, July and August he put In an Im-
mense preponderance of fine weather,
The farmers, ho declared, ought to
have good wenther then In order to get
In thelr hay and grain.

The farmers who looked the almanae
over were delighted with this promlise,
and bought It ln great numbers.

“Aud In the end,"” sald this sage prog-
nostieator, I got the weather right as
oiten as anybody else did.”

Novertholoss, sclentifle predictions,
made for a day or two or three days in
advance, will be preferred by persons
of discretion, even If such forecasts do
svinethnes turn out wrong.
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Another War.

Jokea at the expense of severo
“schioolma’ams” who have passed the
boundary of youth are numerous, and
sumetimes a tritfle unkind, but the fol
lowing will bear repeating, as it was
Leartlly enjoyed by the teacher of
whom It told.

The class In Ameriean history was
up, the subject under conslderation be-
ing the civil war. After some carnest
discussion of cnuses, effects and the
like, o pupil aroxe and begnn to give
cortain astonishing information regard-
ing a battle at which he suld his uncle
lind beon present.,

His teacher replied that the anecedote
could hardly boe true, ns she uncle In
question was near her age, und she was
not born until after the close of the
war,

The boy looked a Httle chagrined at
being proved so evidently in the wrong,
but after n few momenis of embar-
rassed silence, he sald, with the ale of
one who has muoch the best of the situa.
tion:

“Oh, but, Miss W,
revolutionary war.”

"Foot Photography.

A fad over ncross the sea s to have
your foot photographed as well as your
hand or face—that s, If you are lucky
enough to possess n foot blessed with
netistic curves and outlines, A proml-
nent soclety woman of New York, on
her return from Parls several months
ngo, exhibited to a roomful of admiring
friends the sweetest, dalntiest Httle
plaster cast of a foot, which, she de-
clared, was a counterpart of her own,
made by a senlptor of world-wide fame.
She was at that moment having a He.
slze one carved In marble to e monnt-
ed on cerise velvet, and severnl small
ones, one-hall the size, steuck off in
different shades of pale plok, blue and
old rose,  The extraordinary popular-
ity of “Trilby" has helped to diree
avtention to our humblest member, and
now the women of New York nre ox-
perimenting to see whether they have
fusteps that “water will low under--a
sure sign of blue blood.

I did not mwan the

BlLoe-shining Machine,

Shiulng your shoes by machinery Is
one of the newest schemes of an Ingen-
fous luventor. It is n bootblacking ma.
chine, conslsting of an applylng brush,
a fluld recoptacie, and a blacking vecep-
tacle, so placed upon a stand that by
the movement of o lever the small clr-
cular brush takes up the blacking and
molstens and distributes it over the
shoe; then the circular brush comes
nlong nud polishes the shoe before you
can say *“Jack Itobinson." This clever
contelvance fills the usunl “long-felt
wont” for the gentlemen who eleans
his own shoes In the seclusion of his
chamber, but It Is doubtful whether it
will be fully appreciated by the itiner-
ant bootblack, who wants his five conts
a shine, Notwithstanding all objections,
however, the new bootblncking ma-
chine Is lkely to be In great demand
within a very short time,—~Iouse Pye-
nishing Review,

Htrazinl's Great Gastronomy,.

Suwnzinl I8 the nnme of a wonder in
Leipalg. Strazinl astonishes his nudl-
ences by first eating soup which con-
slsts of saw-dust plentifully mixed
with coal oll. The mess s set ative,
and after the flames have been extin.
gulshed Strazinl ents the pecullar mix.
ture, ladling it out with a spoon, writes
a Lelpzig correspondent. He follows
this up with biting plece after plece
from the lamp chimney, crnshing the
gluss between his teeth and swallowing
it. e washes It down with a lttle
witer. For dessert he munchoes pleces
of hard coal, peat, washing soap, tallow
enndles, and pleces of plaster.

Not Bafe After AllL
A Syduey (N, Y) woman threw a
worn-out satchel lnto the fire lately,
It contalned a 8500 note and a roll of
bills amounting to several hundred dol-
lave more. Her husbond had placed
them there for safe keeplng,
-"_l'mllllu Laandl,
Bermuda farms bear three successive
crups In one year.

A shining light 1n soclety (s & very
poor light to depend upon whe:. dark-

uess comen and storms blow,
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FACTS ABOUT PUTTY.

How It Is Made und Ite Many Tints
and Uses,

Pure putty Is mmde of whiting and
Hnsesd oll, Whiting 1= made of chinlk
which Is lmported from Englond nnd
groumd o this conntry, Barytes, mix-
ol with the whiting Is used as an
adulterant of putty, and cottonsecd oll
I* mixed with the loseed oll,. Cotton-
seed oll s cheaper, and o slower
dryer than Huseed; its use is advan-
tgeous 1o swall customwers, for putly
mixed with part cottonseed oll keeps
In order longer,

Linxeed ofl putty Is used more by
decorntors and  painters  and  other
lnrge consumers who use up putty
anlekly, Putty sells at wholesale from
114 to 2 conts o poumd, It Is put up for
the teade In bareels of 800 ponmds, Kegs
of 300 pounds, In cans of one to 1t
pounds, and In bladders; It keeps best
Iu bladders, and the balk of the putly
exported goes In that form. aty
imade In the Eastern citles of the
United Buates Is sold on the Atlantle
stitboard und in the South, but not
much Eastern putty is sold In the
West, for there are putty manufactor:
ies In the Northern and Western
cithes,

We export putty to Canada, Mexleo,
the West Indles, Bouth America, aml
the Bandwich Islunds, Manufaciarors
mnke colored putties o order, and
white, brown, and black puttles are
kept in stock, Putty has a variety of
usor besides those alrendy mentioned,
aml the very familiar one Is setting
luss,  Brown putty I8 used to point
brown-stone bulldings and putty s
somethmes used In polnting up brick
buildings.  Black putty s used in
stove foundries,  Plumbers use putly,
somotimes scene painters  reduce it
imd put It on canvas o paint over,
There are theee or four putty munm-
netorles In New York amd more in
Brooklyn, A single firm of mannfoe
mrers In thils clty has sold more than
1000 tons in o year.  These seem Hke
large figures, but they are logs surprls-
‘g from the face that there are few
artleles of more common use,

His First sight off Webster,
“1 shall never forget,” says Bergeant-
nt-Arms Dright, in the Washington
Post, “the fivst time 1 snw Webster, It
wus ot the Astor House In New York.
1 was but a boy and had gone to the
city with my father, I was going down
the old steps that used to lead out on
Broadway when I felt n stinging blow
upon my shoulder from a whip or cane,
Boylike, 1 was mad all over In an in-
stunt, amd whirled around to see who
had struck me. On the top of the step
wis 4 man nbout six feet tall, as sllm
as o ramrod, and holding in his hand
u small bamboo cane such as were com-
monly earvled In those days, 1 knew
Instinetively that he hnd hit me, and 1
started up the steps to have it out with
him, 1 instantly planned the whole
Ught, and thought that the best way
to got even with him would be to tackle
i gbout the middle amd tey 1o break
Ll In twe, Just before T reachod him
I saw another man by his side, whose
glinee so faselnnted we that T forgot
all abont the Dlow § hind recelved,  Thoe
man  had large, lusttons eyes  that
charmed me a8 0 snoke charms a blwd,
I could do nothing but stand there awl
look at bim, 1 learned afterward that
It was Webster, and the man who tip-
ped e with his cane was Thurlow
Woeed. The Intter had supposed, which
wits trae, that T was the son of Judge
Beight, and he had stopped me to ask
me If my father was in town, as he
wanted to see b, 1 saw Webster fre-
quently afterward, bat 1 never forgot
the Ilwhlvuln of my Iintt mt-vlllm

Caltivation of Rhubarb,

ithubarb grows In the same ground
for elght or ten years, and for that ren-
son the ground must be thoroughly pre-
pared at first.  Plow the ground deep;
then harrow and voll, Lay It out In
rows, four feet apart, golng twiee in
cach row with the two-horse plow,
Set a single root two Inches helow the
ground and theee feet In the row; cover
with fine earth, and then put two fork-
fuls of vieh, tine manure to each hill,

Muarket gardeners top dress with ma-
nure in the fall, and phosphate in the
early spring—u quart to the Will, or a
bucket of lguld manure to ench hill

This extra fertilizing will make lnrge

stulks, and bring them on very early In
the spring, when prices are highest.
Alter the plants are set and manured,
tuke the one-horse plow and throw a
furrow on ench slde of the row. This
will protect the erowns from freezing,
and deaw off the surface water,

Ithubart can be foreed by taking
up o fow crowns with large bulls of
earth amd setting them in a hotbed,
packed around with fine, rich earth.
The erowns will soon start Into growh,
and, with care and attention, fine stalks
mny b had early In Jununey, Crowns
that have been foreed are worthless,
wied shonk! not e used ngnin, as thelr
vitndity has been impalred,

There are severnl varietles of rha-
Baeehy, bt (he two best Kinds are Myatis
Linnnens and Yietorln, Linnpens s
thee kind mostly grown,  KKhubarh is
cany o cultivate, nmd pays handsomely,

A Fingerloss Family.

I n Lincolushive famlily In Bogland,
lives n fumily who suffer under the eu-
rlous deformity of belng lingerless, This
peculinrlty does not appene to be one
of those freaks of nature which may
appear In one Individual, nnd not be
transmitted to the next generation.
From what ean be learnmd, the singu-
lurity hons existed In the family so far
ag  history or tradition extends, nmd
there secins nt present no signs of s
dyling out, a8 the grandehlldren are ax
devold of tingers as thelr grandsive,

The hands of this remarkable family
present the appearance of having had
the fingers maputated, or chopped off
roughly and unevenly below the second
Joint, leaving o short stump. There Is
no nudl or haed substance, nnd were It
not for the absence of anything like o
cleatrico o ensunl observer would con-
elinde that the defeet was due to an ace-
eldent: but, a= though nature had at-
temptedd to compensate for the nbsence
of fingers, the thumbs are abnovimally
large nmd sivong,

Tae fuaully are In other respects fally
endowed by nature, and do not appear
too snfler the disadvantages the nhsence
of fingers wight be expected to entall,
One of thedanghters, aged 20, enn wrlte,
sew, knit, amd I= in every way oas dex-
terons and aceomplished s other girls
of her nge and statlon, Whoen asked It
shie “did not tind it awkward to be fin-

gorloss," she repllod:

“No! If you hoad never hud fingers,
you would not know you peeded
them,"

The only drawback that seems to be
ocensioned Is the eurloxity the nbsence
of fingers evokes from strangers.

A Slﬂ'ry Nation.

Austrians seem determined o main-
taln thele reputation for belng the
most merry and pleasure-loving na-
tion in Europe, for thele pnrlinment
has Just rejected, with a considernbels
show of Indiguation, o b making
drunkenness penal,  The opponents of
the measure found no  diticulty In
convinelng the house that the estab-
lished hablts of the people were such
that it was Impossible to punish this
falling, and that the feasts and family
drinking bouts, which have bhoen cus-
temary anmong the population for over
1000 yenrs, canpot be abolished by
lnw,

An Old Castom,

The nomination of Bheriifs according
1o the present mode dates from 1461,
The “shireaveve” was tiest appointed
by Alfred the Great to assist the Alder-
man and Bishop ln the dischorge of
thelr judiclal functions In countles, In
Pdward 1L s velgn It was enncted that
they should be “ordalned on the mor-
row of All Sonls, by the Chancellor,
Tronsurer and Chief Baron of the Bx-
chequer,”  The only Instance of a fe-
male 8horll I that of Anne, Countess
of Pembroke, who, on the denth of her
fther, the Earl of Cumberland, with-
out male helrs, In WM, sueecedod to the
ollee In Westinorelnnd, and attended
the Judges to Appleby.

Just the Thing.
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